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Preface 



^l|rNClENT Arabia was not as barren as it looks superficially. It was land of different 
\ZI faiths and cultures. Where one could see the thriving trade routes and caravans 
dW'V going from Yemen towards Syria. Arabians probably did not have densely pop- 
ulated cities or one ruler to rule whole Arabia like Persia or Byzantine, but they had 
kingdoms in its south i.e. in Yemen where Jewish kingdom of Himyar had influence as 
far as Hijaz. The kingdom of Himyar had unpleasant relations with Aksum - a kingdom 
across the Red Sea in Africa. 

In the Makkah there was a city state, controlled by tribe of Quraish. They also had 
control of Kabbah, the Holy Temple, constructed by Abraham and his son Ismael. The 
temple contains myriad of deities including the biblical figures like Jesus, Mary, Abraham 
and Ismael and they were shown with arrows of soothsayers. The Temple or The House 
as Arabs called it, was considered holy by all Arabian tribes. Outside of Kabbah there 
were temples dedicated to minor gods and goddesses of Arabia. Among those highly 
revered ones were Al-Lat, Al-Uzza and Manat. Al-Lat’s temple was at Taif, Al-Uzza was 
worshipped at Makkah and Manat had her temple in Yathrib. People were living for 
generations under rule of tribes and city states and most important night activity was to 
listen poetry, music and stories. Such was the state of religion and culture in Arabia. 

Arabia had a dark side as well. People liked to have male child only because men call 
each other not with names but through names of their sons. In that society it became 
socially stigmatizing if you do not had a son as a first-born. Some go to extremes and 
they even bury the daughters alive on the very day they were born. 

South Arabia or Arabia Felix (see Figure 1 and 2) as Greeks called it had a very strong 
influence on the Arabian culture and most of the tribes had connection with Yemen. In 
that region, at one point in time, there were several competing kingdoms called Him- 
yar, Saba, Hadharalmaut and Qatban. In 25 A.D. Kingdom of Himyar took over Saba, 
then around 200 A. D. it took over Qatban, around 300 A.D. it took over kingdom of 
Hadharalmaut and also the Sabean kingdom become its part. Across the sea in Africa, 
kingdom of Aksum or Al-Habshah as Arabs called it was also influencing the fertile land 
of Yemen and were sending the preachers with Christian zeal and gaining converts. This 
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was quite disturbing for the Yemenites who had influence as far as Yathrib and who did 
not want to disturb the religio-social status of regions surrounding Yemen. So ruler of 
Hirnyar decided to attack the Yathrib to reduce the growing Christian influence. 
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King J' y\ Abu Karb Asaad or k_> JLSAU ••—A/J' yf Abu Kareeb ben Malikarb also 

called Al-Tubb a ruled Yemen from 390 A.D. till 420 A. D. decided to attack Yathrib. So 
he went there but got ill until all shamanist said sorry due to deteriorating health of the dying 
king. Some Jewish Ahbar (religious clergy) treated him through prayers and the king got cured. 
He decided to renounce the polytheism and become the first Jewish king of Yemen*. As said 
subjects are on the believes of their ruler. Kingdom of Hirnyar adopted the Jewish faith. This 
conversion has brought more trouble for Arabia Felix. 

After Tubba, Dhu-Shenstir, a pagan become the king and Hirnyar become the place of 
polytheist Judaism. Dhu-Shenstir was killed by a Jew Yusuf Dhu-Nuwas, who became the new 
king. Dhu-Nuwas is Arabic means Possessor of Sidelocks b 

In year 517 A. D., Arabia saw the worst religious violence in its history. Kingdom of Aksum 
attacked and over-threw Dhu-Nawas, king of Hirnyar. Dhu-Nawas first retreated but gathered 
his forces and attacked and defeated the occupier Aksumites. In hatred and blaming Christian 
subjects for his debacle, he committed a heinous crime. In year 523 A.D. Jewish king Dhu-Nawas 
ordered the forced conversion of Christian subject of Najran, failing that they were threatened to 
be thrown in pits of flames*. Christians of Najran refused and eventually thousands of Christians 
were thrown in pits of flame, while leadership watched suffering subjects in a ceremony^. The 
news reached Byzantine and the ships sailed for Aksum. 

A big army from Aksum arrived Hirnyar and the king Dhu-Nawas committed suicide. Chris- 
tians rejoiced on his defeat and bitter animosity between the Judeo-Christian communities in- 
creased. Jews of Arabia had good relations with polytheists Arabians and Christian Aksumites 
were considered as attackers and occupiers. Till that time Yemen was ruled by a viceroy of Ak- 
sum. Meanwhile, revolt broke out in the camps of Aksumaite occupiers and one General named 
Abraha over threw the viceroy of Aksum in Hirnyar and declared himself as an independent ruler 
of Yemen. This infuriated kingdom of Aksum. King Abraha was a Christian fanatic no less than 
Dhu-Nawas. Instead of creating good and peaceful relations he decided to force the Christianity 
over all Arabia and constructed a church in Najran which was called Kabbah-tul- Najran Kabbah 
of Najran. He ordered that Arabs must visit his church and leave original Kabbah at Makkah. 
It is said that when he realized that this is no longer possible he decided to destroy the ancient 
Temple of Abraham in Makkah. In year 570 A. D. he marched with his army and elephants 
and while he was passing through a valley between Mina and Muzdalfah (places near Makkah) 



* Jews of Yathrib were Talmudist and Pharisees Jews so there is no reason to believe that Al- Tubba and 
his Kingdom were of Sadducees. 

1 Probably he had long side-locks in hairs 

I These rulers are called Ashab- al-Ukhdud (people of pits) in surah al- Buruj Qur’an 
Martyrium Sancti Arthae 
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they sky become full of birds which were holding stones in their beaks and claws. Birds bom- 
barded the army of Abraha with stones. As soon as they touched the body, their flesh started 
rotting. Army fled in chaos without reaching Makkah and Abraha died soon after he reached 
back Yemen. This year become famous in Arabian history and it was called Aam al-Fil ( Year of 
Elephant). 

After 13 years of this incident Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) born in Makkah. He 
was part of Quraish tribe and belonged to the family of Banu Hashem. When Prophet Muham- 
mad (Peace be upon him) started his message of Monotheism in Makkah. He received the fierce 
opposition from Arabian pagans and he asked Muslim to seek safe refuge in Aksum. Muslims 
migrated to Christian Aksum and Aksumite ruler Negus* (A)Sahama bin Abjar j£ I 

(d. 630 A.D.) helped Muslims and refused to return them to pagans of Makkah. 

Ancient Arabian Deities 



Arabian were the worshippers of Allah. For them Allah was the Creator and supreme God who 
was the ruler of Heavens and Earth. But as Christians believed that Allah has son, pagans of 
Arabia believed that Angels were His daughters. Yahweh was known through his name Elah, 
arabised as Al-Elah and then with dialect rendered into Allah and vowel E is dropped* 

Gods and goddesses Arabian were worshipping were not figment of imagination but they 
were prophets, angels and saints of the past. Some of the sources of Arabian deities lies in 
biblical literature. Lat, Uzza and Manat were considered as daughters of Allah and according 
to Arabian pagans angels were the daughters of Allah. Al- Kalbi (d. 204 A.H.) reported that 
during pilgrim of Kabbah, pagans used to say*: 






And Al-Lat and Al-Uzza and Manat-the other third 

These are the Cranes Most High, and their intercession is heard 



* Called Najashi in Arabic 

1 Allah or Elah ( Aramaic word for God used in book of Ezra and Daniel, also see Deuteronomy 32:15; 
2Chr 23:15; Neh 9:17, Ez 5:1, 11; 6:14, 7:12, 19,21,23; Daniel 2:18,23,28,37,47; 3:15,6:8,13) is worshipped 
at the temple at Makkah in Arabia but with the passage of time people associated different minor deities 
working under Allah, like Arabs started believing that Angels are Allalis daughters similar to Christian 
belief that Elah or El has a son. In Aramaic Book of Acts the verses contains word Alaha for God 
(See The Aramaic-English Interlinear New Testament By David Bausche, Lulu Publishing, November 
11, 2008, Bausche explained that verse (17:18) pg 74 address god as Alaha, also at pg 160, Khawbad 
’Alaha means love of God pg 541, ikhidya Alaha means only begotten god pg 214. 

1 Kitab al-Asnam, Book of Idols 
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